Town of Blades

OFFICE OF MAYOR & COUNCIL

20 W Fourth Street

Blades, Delaware 19973-4122

(P) 302.629.7366 (F) 302.629.0199

October 8", 2012
Town Council Meeting
Hardin Hall

Present: Mayor Michael J Smith, Vice-Mayor Russell Joseph, Councilman Robert Atkinson,
Councilman John Reiss, Councilman Earl Chaffinch, Sr., Councilman David Ruff, Town
Administrator Vikki Prettyman

Meeting Opened at 7:00pm with the Lord's Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes from September 10™, 2012; motion made to accept minutes in written form by
Councilman Joseph; seconded by Councilman Reiss, motion accepted.

Police Report — Submitted by Chief Cooke; Read by Commissioner Chaffinch.

BEDCO — October 2™ meeting minutes submitted by Spuck Bennett; read by BJ Hardin.

P&Z —

No written meeting minutes available at this time of this meeting.

Committee Reports:

Housing/Code — Code Report Submitted & Attached in the minutes.

Water report - submitted by Brandon Slater; read by Commissioner Atkinson.

Streets — No written report submitted; Commissioner Joseph stated that the building was
done and gutters up; streets have been patched; Third Street water leak patched; Fifth
Street patch in poor condition and Schrock came in to fix.

Parks & Cemetery — No written report submitted. Commissioner Ruff stated that the
riding mower needs to be repaired; will talk further at the budget workshop; bids on
fencing at the budget workshop also; the boarding at the sandbox needs replaced; there is
a stone at the cemetery that needs repair; will be planning cemetery clean up with crew;
there are low hanging branches on High Street that need to be cut; cars parking on
sidewalks along town streets needs to be addressed; and concerns with travel on Arch and
Fifth streets at high rates of speed need to be addressed.

Police Report — Commissioner Chaffinch added that the officers have been attending
training and is listed in the reports; he also added that him, the Chief, and Commissioner
Joseph met with Blades Elementary to discuss changing up the traffic pattern for better
flow.

Mayor's Report — Submitted in writing.

New Business:

Commissioner Joseph stated that the trucks need new tires and he is working on the
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quotes.

e Water Ordinance, third and final reading; Commissioner Reiss motioned to accept the
ordinance; Commissioner Atkinson seconded the motion; motion passed.

e Games ordinance #431, second reading.

Good of the Community:

Trick or Treating on Wednesday October 31* from 6pm to 8pm.

Reminder that November 4™ is daylight savings and to turn back your clocks.

Reminder that November 6" is the National Election, go and vote and town hall will closed.

Ron Dejewski, resident of Little Meadows in town, questioned the break-ins in the cars, they
were open, mailboxes being hit, street signs being hit, traffic throughout the neighborhood; why
is the town trying to eliminate Kids releasing energy by playing games? The town does not want
to eliminate kids playing in town, just town streets, playing in the streets and vehicles traveling
the roads make it dangerous. Mr. Dejewski stated that the town will be putting cameras in the
park what are the chances of getting nets back up? *A discussion started from council and
citizens regarding residents living near the park do not want the nets back up. The noise and the
kids never get a chance to play because adults from all over neighboring towns come to the nets
and play and curse and don’t leave at dusk.

Ron Dejewski asked the town to provide police statistics of the crime to the residents and the
police commissioner will be looking into getting the stats out.

Bobbie Truitt from Housing Unlimited, who is the managing company of Little Meadows, states
that residents from outside of Little Meadows have been walking their dogs in LM and allowing
them to defecate on the un-built lots and not cleaning up after their dogs. Housing Unlimited has
put up signs to tell all that you must clean up after your pets but wanted to bring to the towns
attention. The code enforcement officer is aware of the situation and knows one of the
individuals and will address it with them.

Workshop scheduled for October 15" at 6:30pm at Hardin Hall. The agenda is: Budget, Tires,
Water Meter Readers, and FOIA.

David Ruff stated that the Fire Hall was serving breakfast buffet and seniors 59 and older receive
a discount.

Dagsboro Fire Company lost a junior member in the line of duty. Motion made to make a
donation in honor of Justin Townsend. The motion was for $100 by Councilman Chaffinch;
seconded by Councilman Joseph in honor of a fallen hero, $100 donation will be made to the
Dagsboro Fire Company.
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Mayor closed the meeting at 8:28pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Vikki Prettyman
Town Administrator
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